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Outcome area   Description 

Social play skills  Skills used to interact and communicate with others in the 

context of social play. E.g. cooperative play, demonstration 

of shared intent, and initiating and responding to 

interactions in a social play context.  

 



Early developmental communication skills Skills that are typically developed early in infancy and 

toddlerhood and are viewed as pre-requisites of later 

social communication skills. E.g. eye contact, joint 

attention and imitation.   

 

Social communication symptom severity  Measures of core symptoms social communication 

combined with interaction problems as reflected in 

diagnostic criteria for autism, and those reflecting broader 

social communication skills.   

 

Social cognition Cognitive processes that enable an individual to navigate 

their social world. E.g. theory of mind, empathy and 

mentalisation, and related cognitive constructs involved in 

understanding other people’s perspectives, intentions and 

social behaviour. 

 

Language The development and use of the ability to understand and 

produce language. E.g. vocabulary, grammar and 

morphology, non-literal language, as well as speech 

characteristics like prosody, rate and volume. 

 

Relational skills The success of social interaction with others, most likely 

with peers. E.g. developing friendships and appropriate 

engagement with others.   

 

Communication Verbal and non-verbal language used in a social context. 

E.g. initiating and responding to interactions with others 

in a social communication context. E.g. initiating or taking 

turns in a conversation. 

 

Multiple Where a study has measured more than one of the above 

categories 
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